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World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD) June 15, 2006 continues to gain momentum as professionals and volunteers representing a diverse collection of organizations, agencies, governments, and communities from across the world contribute to an unprecedented exploration of elder abuse.  All stakeholders involved are committed to a common goal – raising awareness and challenging attitudes that foster acceptance and tolerance of elder abuse.  In this issue we spotlight the activities of Austria and Finland.  We are excited by the eclectic variety of projects that are being planned for and around June 15, 2006.  WHO is preparing a package of initiatives to be launched worldwide on WEAAD.

For ideas and materials to promote and plan for World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, access the WEAAD Kit on our website at: www.inpea.net  For other questions concerning World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, contact: weaad-info@inpea.net   

Friendship is born at that moment when one person says to another, “What! You Too? I thought I was the only one.” 

C.S. Lewis.

The International Federation on Ageing (IFA) has expressed their willingness and commitment as a partner to WEAAD.  In support of WEAAD, IFA will provide space at their 8th Global Conference on May 28 – June 2, 2006 for information regarding WEAAD; dedicate a monthly publication to the activities and statements around the day; ensure that WEAAD information will be in each delegate’s kit at the 8th Global Conference; ensure that the WEAAD is well publicized at the conference; and informed the IFA members of the WEAAD and ask that they to contribute to the day through their own organizations.

SPOTLIGHT ON AUSTRIA

Provided by Dr. Josef Horl.

A competition “altgegengewalt” (against elder abuse) is currently conducted; the competition is open for any person or group of any age.  All sorts of material (written manuscripts to videos) are welcome.  Categories are: literature (essays and poems), fine arts (drawings, paintings, photography, and sculpture), performing arts (theatre, cabaret, sketches) and music (compositions, concerts, and songs).  Prizes are awarded in five age categories.  Entry deadline is May 15.  A jury of prominent artists, politicians and scientists will then assess the submitted works.  On June 15 (the feast of Corpus Christi) the big awards ceremony will take place at Graz Castle.

To promote the awareness day and the competition a folder has been produced a specially designed website www.altgegengewalt.at has been launched (in German only).  Thanks to funds provided by the Austrian Ministry of Social Affairs and Generations it has become possible to conduct a scientific study concerned with conflicts (including abuse and neglect situations) between mothers and their middle aged daughters.  The research design features dyadic interviews as well as focus group discussions.  First results will be presented at the Awareness Day.

WEAAD will include a  "Global Moment of Respect".  At a designated time people around the world will stop for two minutes to recognize and celebrate the incredible strength and wisdom of older persons. We will further commit to making this a respectful and safe place for them to live and grow older in.  Times for the "Global Moment of Respect" will be announced in the next INPEA Bulletin.

ENVIRONMENTAL WORLDVIEW SCAN UPDATE

The research is progressing well. Imagine our excitement at receiving the very first response from GAMBIA!  It comes from Priscilla Jones, President TAPEA and her 10 executive members. We are heartened at the cooperation and generosity of people in 16 countries who have responded to the questionnaire. The deadline has been extended until the end of April to accommodate those in distant countries who need translation. We sincerely thank those who have responded and look forward to hearing from many more.  We really need respondents in South-East Asia and Eastern Mediterranean, so please encourage friends and colleagues from these regions to participate in the Environmental Scan. 

SPOTLIGHT ON FINLAND

Provided by Dr. Sirkka Perttu.

In preparation for the WEAAD members in Finland have organized a working group comprised of individuals from the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, University of Helsinki, Church Council, the Finnish Association of Shelters for the Aged, the Central Union for the Welfare of the Aged, Helsinki City Health Centre/Home Care, the Association of Finnish Local and Regional Authorities, the National Research and Development Centre for Welfare and Health, the Union of Health and Social Care Professionals and the Advisory Board of National Associations of Pensioners. 

This brilliant working group plans to give visibility on the issue of elder abuse through a WEAAD press conference and launching a free national phone line for the elderly in June 2006.  The aim of the phone line is to encourage elders to share their experiences, opinions and needs on their current support system.  On June 15, 2006, a national seminar on Elder Abuse in Helsinki will take place and is open to all citizens.  The keynote speaker of the seminar is Bridget Penhale.   The purpose of the seminar is to provide an overview of the current situation on elder abuse and to introduce good practices in Europe and Finland.   

NEWSFLASH…

It is with great pleasure that Dr. Lia Daichman and the Executives of INPEA announce the recipients of the 2006 Rosalie Wolf Memorial Elder Abuse Prevention Award (International Category) to Tawengwa M. Nhongo (Africa) and Jenny Andrade (Bolivia) of HelpAged International for their contribution to the field of elder abuse, prevention and awareness and their incredible long standing work against discrimination, defending human rights and elders empowerment.  

HelpAge International’s mission is to work with and for disadvantaged older people for lasting improvements in the quality of their lives. A core principal of this work is the promotion of the rights of older people through rights education with older people themselves, their families and local and national authorities. HAI in Latin America and Africa has a strong record of supporting and strengthening the organisation of older people for them to know, claim, exercise and defend their rights.

"Helpage International es una red mundial de organizaciones sin fines de lucro con la misión de trabajar con y para las personas mayores en desventaja en todo el mundo con el fin de lograr una mejoría perdurable en la calidad de sus vidas."

SPOTLIGHT ON THE ALBANIAN SOCIETY FOR ALL AGES (ASAG)

Provided by: Ermira Pirdeni, ASAG Executive Director. 

It was the Global Movement on Ageing and especially the Year 1999, proclaimed by UN as the International Year of Older Persons, which initiated the foundation of the Albanian Society for All Ages on October 28, 1999 with a mission to work with and for disadvantaged older people in Albania to achieve a lasting improvement in the quality of their lives.

ASAG, witnessing the elderly Albanian population, have expressed their important potential, especially during the tragic events of Kosovo, face the low attention of state structures, local bodies, donators and society as a whole.  ASAG recognizes the necessity of raising the infrastructure and a network of cooperation including their active participation in the economic, social, cultural and political life of the society. ASAG is determined to enhance the recognition of the dignity of older persons, to eliminate the forms of neglect, and to create the legal basis and appropriate environment for implementation of the Plan of Action “A Society for All Ages”.  ASAG is sure that the potential of older persons is a powerful basis for future development of the society.

Public Call-To-Action - Celebrate the 1st Annual World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. Show the world you care about ending elder abuse and neglect by 

wearing something “purple” on June 15, 2006
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