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INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR THE PREVENTION OF ELDER ABUSE

January 2006


Dear members and friends – as we reflect on the past year the world is still reeling from the outcomes of the natural disasters which occurred and which serve to remind us of the extreme vulnerability of older persons.  We heard the horrific anecdotal accounts of residents being deserted and left to die in Florida nursing homes as staff fled the area; we also heard about the New Orleans Zoo, which houses about 400 animals that staff stayed round-the-clock to ensure the safety of the animals – only two were lost.  Was there ever a time or year more appropriate to focus on global awareness of elder abuse?

WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY – June 15, 2006

The purpose of marking World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is to raise awareness about elder abuse; that it is not acceptable; that it takes many forms and that it is preventable.  If your country has not selected a coordinator to oversee its activities please do so now and register with Susan Somers, Secretary General at WEAADNationalCoordinatorinfo@INPEA.net.  Many countries have started the challenging journey towards implementing the World Day and we welcome the following national coordinators:  Austria – Joesf Hoerl, Argentina – Patricia Guido, Brazil – Laura Machado, Canada – Alison Leaney, Cuba – Emilio Zayas, Finland – Surkka Perttu, Japan – Toshio Tatara, India – Mala Kapur Shankardass, Norway – Olang Juklestad, United States – Susan Somers, United Kingdom – Ryan Sampson.
WORLDVIEW ON ELDER ABUSE: INPEA RESEARCH AGENDA
In October 2003, INPEA announced its research agenda.  The first component was the World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, the second component was to conduct a global environmental scan.  A committee was struck and work began to develop the survey tool.  Two years later and at least 11 drafts of the instrument we are about ready to roll out the project.  There are 10 universities participating; we hope to have the survey out in January, returned in February, analysis and synthesis in March, April, and May, with results available for June 15, 2006.  The tool will be translated into Spanish, French, Portuguese, Japanese, Hindu, and several other languages.  The questionnaire will be sent to all Regional Representatives; they in turn will disseminate it to the National Representatives, who will collect the data and return them to the Regional Representatives.  Our Research Assistant, David Salib will handle the communication.  Data analysis will be conducted by Ryerson University in collaboration with the partner universities.  

WHAT IS AN ENIVORNMENTAL SCAN & WHY ARE WE DOING IT?
An environmental scan is a method of data collection in which an assessment of the current state of knowledge, practices, and legislations/polices are collected for further analysis.  There are several reasons to why we are conducting an environmental scan.  Most importantly we cannot proceed with an intervention until we know what is needed.  

The scan will help answer the key questions. 1) What do countries already have? 2) Where are the gaps (services, resources) 3) What do countries themselves want? 4) What do they think they need? 5) What legislation is in place? 6) How do they define elder abuse?

TOOLKIT
INPEA has posted “Elder Abuse Awareness Prevention Community Toolkit: Taking Action – Step by Step” on the website www.inpea.net. This guide is a work in progress and we encourage you to add information on an ongoing basis.

MEETINGS
The North American Regional Meeting of INPEA took place in Orlando, Florida on November 20, 2005.  Several international representatives attended and reports were presented.  We were pleased to welcome Dr. Martin J. Gorbien, Director, Geriatric Medicine, Rush University Medical Centre, Chicago, Illinois.  Dr. Gorbien has agreed to serve on the research team for the environmental scan.  Minutes from the meeting will be forthcoming and posted on INPEA’s website.

The International Federation on Aging (IFA) conference is being held in Copenhagen, Denmark on May 30-June 2, 2006.  Deadline for call for papers is February 15, 2006.  Please check their website, www.ifa.fiv.org. ____________________________________________ The bulletin is produced at INPEA head office, University of Toronto. Editors: Elizabeth Podnieks, (Elizabeth.podnieks@utoronto.ca), Susan Somers (susan.somers5@aol.com) and David Salib (dsalib@ryerson.ca)
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